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A B O U T  T H E  B O O K
S e t  i n  t h e  s p l e n d o r  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n
A g e  a n d  m i x e d  w i t h  t h e  i n t r i g u e  o f  a
c l a s s i c  f a n t a s y  q u e s t  –  O b s i d i a n
T i d e  c h r o n i c l e s  t h e  e p i c  q u e s t  o f
P r i n c e s s  K a t e r i n a ,  L i a m  –  t h e
A k a r i a n  E m p e r o r ’ s  o u t c a s t  n e p h e w ,
a n d  A n t h o n y  –  L i a m ’ s  b r o t h e r  a n d
t h e  E m p e r o r ’ s  c h o s e n  h e i r  t o
r e t r i e v e  a  m a g i c a l  r e l i c .  

T h e  H e a l i n g  S t o n e  i s  o n e  o f  f o u r
l o n g  l o s t  m a g i c a l  s t o n e s .  I t  i s  k n o w n
t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  p o w e r s  n e e d e d  t o
c u r e  a n y  d i s e a s e  a n d  w h e n  t h e
t h r e a t  o f  a  t e r r i b l e  d i s e a s e ,  k n o w n
a s  T h e  O b s i d i a n  S t r e a k s ,  h i t s  t o o
c l o s e  t o  h o m e ,  t h e  H e a l i n g  S t o n e
s o o n  b e c o m e s  A k a r i a ’ s  o n l y  h o p e .
R e a d e r s  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  d a r i n g  t r i o  o f
t h e  A k a r i a n  E m p i r e  r o y a l t y  a s
t h e y ’ r e  f o r c e d  i n t o  s o c i e t a l  r o l e s
t h a t  g o  a g a i n s t  w h a t  t h e y  d e s i r e
a n d  e m b a r k  o n  t h e  h a r r o w i n g  q u e s t
t o  f i n d  t h e  H e a l i n g  S t o n e .

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
J o A n n a  M c S p a d d e n  i s  a  s o f t w a r e
d e v e l o p e r  b y  d a y  a n d  h i g h  f a n t a s y
w r i t e r  b y  n i g h t  –  g i v i n g  h e r  a  t r u l y
e c l e c t i c  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  w o r l d
a r o u n d  u s .  

S h e  i s  a  l i f e l o n g  w r i t e r ,  c r e a t i v e
a d v e n t u r e r ,  b i b l i o p h i l e ,  a n d  a v i d
f a n t a s y  b o a r d  g a m e  e n t h u s i a s t .
W h e n  s h e ’ s  n o t  p r o g r a m m i n g  e -
c o m m e r c e  w e b s i t e s  f o r  m a j o r
h o u s e h o l d  b r a n d s ,  s h e ’ s  w r i t i n g
i l l u s t r a t i v e  l i t e r a r y  w o r k s  o f  a r t  t h a t
i n s p i r e  r e a d e r s  t o  d r e a m ,  e m b r a c e
t h e i r  a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  a n d  d e f y  t h e
o d d s  t o  g o  a f t e r  w h a t e v e r  i t  i s  t h a t
t h e y  d e s i r e  –  e v e n  i f  i t  g o e s  a g a i n s t
t h e  s t a t u s  q u o .  J o A n n a  l i v e s  i n
K a n s a s  C i t y  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d .

“B lack  ve iny  l ines  rad iated f rom a c i rcu lar  dark  patch  o f  sk in  over  her
hear t .  The  l ines  had reached across  her  chest  now,  scar r ing  her  w i th  a
t ra i l  o f  g ray  sk in  beneath  the  l ines .  The  b lack  l ines  were  beg inn ing to

crack ,  revea l ing  a  fa in t  b lue  g low .  The  damning ev idence .  
The  Obs id ian  S t reaks . ”



B O O K  S E L L  S H E E T

O b s i d i a n  T i d e  B y  J o A n n a  M c S p a d d e n
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S y n o p s i s :  A  t r i o  e m b a r k s  o n  a  h a r r o w i n g  q u e s t  t o  f i n d  t h e
d r a g o n - p r o t e c t e d  H e a l i n g  S t o n e  t h a t  p r o m i s e s  t o  s a v e  m a n y
l i v e s  f r o m  t h e  g r i p  o f  a  t e r r i b l e  d i s e a s e — O b s i d i a n  S t r e a k s .  A l o n g
t h e i r  j o u r n e y — t h r o u g h  t r i u m p h s ,  p e r i l s ,  a n d  m a j o r  s e t b a c k s — t h e
t r i o  m u s t  n a v i g a t e  t h e  w o r l d ,  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e m s e l v e s  a l l
t h e  w h i l e  b e i n g  t h e  l a s t  l i n e  o f  h o p e  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  A k a r i a n
E m p i r e ’ s  s t o r i e d  l e g a c y .  T h e  j o u r n e y  f o r c e s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  t o  s e t
a s i d e  w h o  t h e y  w e r e  a l w a y s  t o l d  t o  b e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  e m b r a c e  w h o
t h e y  t r u l y  a r e .

F o r m a t s  A v a i l a b l e
P a p e r b a c k
e B o o k

A v a i l a b l e  o n :
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F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t :
w w w . j o a n n a m c s p a d d e n . c o m

“McSpadden has created a unique and magical universe that is every bit
inventive as it is captivating. Obsidian Tide is a gripping fantasy adventure that

will instantly pull you in and keep you hooked until the very last page.”
—Ashley Mansour, International Best-selling Author
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S A M P L E  I N T E R V I E W  Q U E S T I O N S
1 .  W h e n  d i d  y o u  f i r s t  r e a l i z e  y o u  w a n t e d  t o  b e  a  w r i t e r ?

2 .  W h a t  w a s  y o u r  p a t h  t o  p u b l i c a t i o n ?

3 .  W h a t  d o  y o u  d o  w h e n  a  n e w  i d e a  j u m p s  o u t  a t  y o u  w h i l e  y o u ' r e  s t i l l  w o r k i n g
o n  a  b o o k ?

4 .  W h a t  c a n  a  r e a d e r  e x p e c t  w h e n  r e a d i n g  O b s i d i a n  T i d e ?

5 .  W h o  w a s  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  c h a r a c t e r  t o  w r i t e ,  a n d  w h y  w a s  t h a t  p e r s o n  y o u r
f a v o r i t e ?

6 .  C a n  y o u  w a l k  u s  t h r o u g h  y o u r  w r i t i n g  p r o c e s s ?

7 .  W h a t  t o o l s  d o  y o u  u s e  t o  d r a f t  a n d  e d i t ?

8 .  W h a t  w a s  t h e  m o m e n t  t h a t  t h i s  s t o r y  w a s  b o r n ?  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  w h a t
i n s p i r e d  y o u  t o  w r i t e  t h i s  b o o k ?

9 .  W h a t  d o  y o u  h o p e  r e a d e r s  w i l l  g e t  o u t  o f  r e a d i n g  O b s i d i a n  T i d e ?

1 0 .  W h a t  i s  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  p a r t  o f  t h e  n o v e l ?

1 1 .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  a d v i c e  f o r  a s p i r i n g  a u t h o r s ?  W h a t  a d v i c e  w o u l d  y o u  g i v e
t o  y o u r  y o u n g e r  s e l f ?

1 2 .  C a n  y o u  w a l k  u s  t h r o u g h  y o u r  w r i t i n g  p r o c e s s ?  D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  o d d
w r i t i n g  h a b i t s ?

1 3 .  W h a t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  t o u g h e s t  c r i t i c i s m  y o u  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a s  a n  a u t h o r ?
W h a t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  b e s t  c o m p l i m e n t ?

1 4 .  W h a t  d o  y o u  l i k e  t o  d o  w h e n  y o u ’ r e  n o t  w r i t i n g ?
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R E A D E R  D E M O G R A P H I C S



B O O K  R E V I E W S

Loved ,  loved ,  LOVED read ing th is  book .  A  complete ly  un ique fantasy  wor ld
created that  was  easy  to  read and easy  to  get  immersed in .  Very  great  read
for  anyone new to  the  fantasy  wor ld  by  mak ing i t  s imple  to  unders tand wh i le
a lso  keep ing character  depth  and the  s tory  in te res t ing .  The  book  i s  very  fas t
paced and easy  to  engage in  f rom the  beg inn ing!

Very  much an a l l  ages  book .  I  wou ld  have loved more  act ion  between the
main  bat t le  scenes ,  they  ended too  qu ick ly .

I  am very  exc i ted  to  know what  comes nex t  here !  10/ 10  recommend.

Such an amaz ing book !  The  fas tes t  I ’ ve  ever  read a  book ,  I  jus t  cou ld  not  put
i t  down .  You ’ l l  f ind  yourse l f  say ing  “okay ,  jus t  one  more  chapter ”  every  t ime
you p ick  th is  book  up!

T o n i g h t  w a s  t o  b e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  s t o r y  s o  g r a n d
t h a t  i t  w a s  w i d e l y  p r o m i s e d  t o  b e  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e
h i s t o r y  b o o k s  f o r e v e r .  N e v e r  b e f o r e  h a d  E s t e r i n e
r o y a l t y  s t e p p e d  f o o t  i n  A k a r i a ,  b u t  o n  t h i s  m a g i c a l
s p r i n g  n i g h t  t h a t  w a s  a b o u t  t o  c h a n g e .  T h e  E s t e r i n e
r o y a l s  w e r e  t o  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  A k a r i a n  e m p e r o r  t o
s o l i d i f y  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  a l l i a n c e  o f  t h e  k n o w n
p o l i t i c a l  w o r l d .  A n d  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  s u c h  a  m e e t i n g  w a s ,
o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  m o s t  e x t r a v a g a n t  p a r t y  o f  t h e  y e a r .
 
A n d  L i a m  w a s  l a t e .  

H e  f e l t  h i s  w r i s t  f o r  t h e  f a m i l i a r  t i c k i n g  o f  h i s  w a t c h  a s
h e  w a l k e d  u p  t o  t h e  m a s s i v e  b a l l r o o m  d o o r s .  H e  g a v e
t h e  t w o  g u a r d s  a  h a l f  s m i l e  a n d  t h e y  l o o k e d  a t  e a c h
o t h e r  f o r  a  m o m e n t  b e f o r e  t h e y  e a c h  g r a b b e d  h o l d  o f
a  h a n d l e  a n d  p u l l e d  t h e  d o o r s  o p e n  i n  f r o n t  o f  h i m .
L i a m  s t r o d e  f o r w a r d ,  p u l l i n g  a t  h i s  c o l l a r  a n d  f o r c i n g
a  c o n v i n c i n g  s m i l e  t o  b r e a k  a c r o s s  h i s  f a c e .  H e  r o l l e d
h i s  s h o u l d e r s  i n t o  a  m o r e  c o n f i d e n t  p o s t u r e  a n d
e n t e r e d  t h e  b u s t l i n g  r o o m .  

H e  w i s h e d  h e  w a s  i n v i s i b l e  a s  h e  b r u s h e d  p a s t  t h e  f u l l
b a l l  g o w n s  a n d  f i n e l y  t a i l o r e d  s u i t s ,  f e e l i n g  t h e  s t a r e s
a n d  h e a r i n g  t h e  w h i s p e r s  i n  t h e  c r o w d .  H e  t u g g e d  a t
t h e  c u f f s  o f  h i s  o w n  m a g n i f i c e n t  w h i t e  a n d  r e d
f i l i g r e e d  s u i t ,  s c o l d i n g  h i m s e l f  f o r  n o t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e
t r a f f i c  i n  t h e  c i t y  t o n i g h t  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  h i s  m a n o r .  H e
s h o u l d  h a v e  k n o w n  b e t t e r .  H e  h a d  n o  o n e  t o  b l a m e
b u t  h i m s e l f  a n d  n o w  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  f a c e  t h e
c o n s e q u e n c e s .  

B O O K  E X C E R P T



K a n s a s  C i t y ,  M O  –  A u t h o r  J o A n n a  M c S p a d d e n  h a s  a n n o u n c e d  h e r  d e b u t  n o v e l ,
“ O b s i d i a n  T i d e , ”  o f f e r i n g  r e a d e r s  a  m a g i c a l  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r
o w n  w o r l d s .  S e t  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  w o r l d  a n d  f u l l  o f  m a g i c  a n d  a d v e n t u r e ,  t h i s
c a p t i v a t i n g  b o o k  w i l l  k e e p  r e a d e r s  w a n t i n g  m o r e .

I n  M c S p a d d e n ’ s  “ O b s i d i a n  T i d e ”  t w o  u n l i k e l y  h e r o e s  m u s t  b r e a k  f r e e  f r o m
s o c i e t a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  f i n d  t h e  i n n e r  s t r e n g t h  t o  s a v e  t h e i r  k i n g d o m .  

S e t  i n  t h e  s p l e n d o r  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  A g e  a n d  m i x e d  w i t h  t h e  i n t r i g u e  o f  a
c l a s s i c  f a n t a s y  q u e s t  –  O b s i d i a n  T i d e  c h r o n i c l e s  t h e  e p i c  q u e s t  o f  P r i n c e s s
K a t e r i n a ,  L i a m  –  t h e  A k a r i a n  E m p e r o r ’ s  o u t c a s t  n e p h e w ,  a n d  A n t h o n y  –  L i a m ’ s
b r o t h e r  a n d  t h e  E m p e r o r ’ s  c h o s e n  h e i r  t o  r e t r i e v e  a  m a g i c a l  r e l i c .  T h e  H e a l i n g
S t o n e  i s  o n e  o f  f o u r  l o n g  l o s t  m a g i c a l  s t o n e s .  I t  i s  k n o w n  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e
p o w e r s  n e e d e d  t o  c u r e  a n y  d i s e a s e  a n d  w h e n  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  a  t e r r i b l e  d i s e a s e ,
k n o w n  a s  T h e  O b s i d i a n  S t r e a k s ,  h i t s  t o o  c l o s e  t o  h o m e ,  t h e  H e a l i n g  S t o n e
s o o n  b e c o m e s  A k a r i a ’ s  o n l y  h o p e .  R e a d e r s  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  d a r i n g  t r i o  o f  t h e
A k a r i a n  E m p i r e  r o y a l t y  a s  t h e y ’ r e  f o r c e d  i n t o  s o c i e t a l  r o l e s  t h a t  g o  a g a i n s t
w h a t  t h e y  d e s i r e .  

The  t r io  embarks  on  a  har rowing  quest  to  f ind  the  dragon-protected  Hea l ing
Stone  that  p romises  to  save  many  l i ves  f rom the  gr ip  o f  the  Obs id ian  S t reaks .
A long  the i r  journey  –  th rough t r iumphs ,  per i l s ,  and  major  se tbacks  –  the  t r io
must  nav igate  the  wor ld ,  l earn ing  more  about  themse lves  a l l  the  wh i le  be ing
the  las t  l i ne  o f  hope  to  p reserve  the  Akar ian  Empi re ’ s  s to r ied  legacy .  The
journey  fo rces  the  characters  to  se t  as ide  who they  were  a lways  to ld  to  be ,  in
order  to  embrace  who they  t ru ly  a re .

E a r l y  r e a d e r s  h a v e  p r a i s e d  " O b s i d i a n  T i d e "  a s  “ A  r i c h  a n d  d e t a i l e d  w o r l d  w i t h
a  f r e s h  t w i s t ”  a n d  “ F u l l  o f  a l l  t h e  t w i s t s  a n d  t u r n s  y o u  d o n ’ t  e x p e c t . ”  “ O b s i d i a n
T i d e ”  i s  a  s t o r y  “ t h a t  i s  b o t h  s a t i s f y i n g  a n d  u n i q u e ,  w e a v i n g  a n  e n c h a n t e d
s t o r y  o n  e v e r y  p a g e ”

" O b s i d i a n  T i d e "  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  m u l t i p l e  f o r m a t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p a p e r b a c k ,  a n d
e B o o k ,  t h r o u g h  m a j o r  o n l i n e  r e t a i l e r s  s u c h  a s  A m a z o n ,  B a r n e s  &  N o b l e ,  a n d
B o o k s  A  M i l l i o n .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  " O b s i d i a n  T i d e "  a n d  J o A n n a  M c S p a d d e n ,  v i s i t
j o a n n a m c s p a d d e n . c o m .  T o  r e q u e s t  a  r e v i e w  c o p y  o r  s c h e d u l e  a n  i n t e r v i e w ,
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :

J o A n n a  M c S p a d d e n  j o a n n a @ j o a n n a m c s p a d d e n . c o m

A b o u t  J o A n n a  M c S p a d d e n

J o A n n a  M c S p a d d e n  i s  a  d e b u t  a u t h o r  i n  t h e  f a n t a s y  g e n r e .  S h e  i s  a  l i f e l o n g
w r i t e r ,  c r e a t i v e  a d v e n t u r e r ,  b i b l i o p h i l e ,  a n d  a v i d  f a n t a s y  b o a r d  g a m e
e n t h u s i a s t .  W h e n  s h e ’ s  n o t  p r o g r a m m i n g  e - c o m m e r c e  w e b s i t e s  f o r  m a j o r
h o u s e h o l d  b r a n d s ,  s h e ’ s  w r i t i n g  i l l u s t r a t i v e  l i t e r a r y  w o r k s  o f  a r t  t h a t  i n s p i r e
r e a d e r s  t o  d r e a m ,  e m b r a c e  t h e i r  a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  a n d  d e f y  t h e  o d d s  t o  g o  a f t e r
w h a t e v e r  i t  i s  t h a t  t h e y  d e s i r e  –  e v e n  i f  i t  g o e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o .

N o t e  f o r  E d i t o r s :  R e v i e w  c o p i e s  o f  " O b s i d i a n  T i d e "  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  u p o n  r e q u e s t .
H i g h - r e s o l u t i o n  i m a g e s  o f  t h e  b o o k  c o v e r  a n d  a u t h o r  p h o t o  c a n  b e
d o w n l o a d e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e s s  k i t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  j o a n n a m c s p a d d e n . c o m .
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